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And also he forsook his office, because he would
support her in her sobbing and in her crying when all her
countrymen had forsaken her; for they were ever her
greatest enemies, and caused her much grief in every
place where they came, for they would that she never
sobbed or cried. And she had no choice; but that, they
would not believe. And there they were, ever against her
and against the good man who supported her.
Then this good man, seeing this woman so wonder-
fully sobbing and crying, and especially on Sunday when
she would be houselled amongst all the people, deter-
mined to prove whether it were the gift of God, as she
said, or else her own feigning by hypocrisy, as the people
said, and took her alone another Sunday into another
church when Mass was done, and all the people were
home, no man knowing thereof save himself and the clerk
only. And when he would housel her, she wept so
plenteously and sobbed and cried so loud that he was
astonished himself, for it seemed to his hearing that she
never cried so loud before that time* And he believed 4,1 b
fully that it was the working of the Holy Ghost and
neither feigning nor hypocrisy of her own self.
Then afterwards, he was not abashed to hold with her
and to speak against them that would defame her and
speak evil of her, till he was detracted by the enemies of
virtue nearly as much as she, and it pleased him well to
suffer tribulation for God's cause.
Many people in Rome, that were disposed to virtue,
loved him much the more, and her also, and often prayed
her to meat and made her right great cheer, praying her to
pray for them* And ever her own countrymen were
obstinate, and especially a priest that was amongst them.